The bath is taken at first twice a week for a fortnight, then three times a week for another fortnight, and after that every night till, in the judgment of the practitioner, the disease seems to be effectually stamped out,?that is to say, till all manifest signs of persistence or recurrence have disappeared, and clear indications of the action of the mercury have been present for some little time. I do not find it often necessary to order in general more than about eighteen or twenty baths for this purpose. Doubt has been, as I said, cast upon the action of the mercury here, on the ground that pounds of calomel ointment may be rubbed in without producing any salivation, that the calomel is deposited on the skin in a crystalline form quite unsuited for absorption, and that the eruptions of syphilis will die out under the influence of mere watery vapour. Upon hearing this I determined to make some special investigations, and have been led to conclude that the objection is unfounded, and that the mercury, thus given, has an unmistakable action on the system, even when only applied to the skin and not inhaled at all. I also questioned the bath attendant, a very intelligent and observ-
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!ng woman, who has been giving baths to my patients for years, and who has had excellent opportunities of watching the action ?f both kinds of vapour on the skin. Her testimony was unequivocally to the effect that the mercury was more powerful than the water, and that she had repeatedly seen a " rash," refractory to simple vapour, begin to disperse as soon as ever calomel was resorted to. J-his statement refers exclusively to the action of these remedies on the skin alone; for though always I direct the patient to inhale, I seldom do so till he has taken half-a-dozen baths.
The baths being taken, the patient is, after an interval of one clear day, put through a course of Zittmann's decoction, lasting for eight days. The reader may think this the most extraordinary part of the whole proceeding, and I admit that it looks so ; in fact, it seems rather outrageous to subject a patient to eight days' purging for secondary disease; yet I 
